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prominent members is given by M. Lucien March. After a short 
introduction by A. de Foville the bulk of the volume follows. This 
is composed of a series of short articles upon the varied interests of 
Paris. In them is given a clear picture of the Paris of today. In 
no other way can an idea of their varied nature be given than by 
noting the titles to the chapters. The names of their authors bear 
witness to the skill with which they are prepared. Climate, topo- 
graphie, ethnographie, by M. Chervin; La population, by Jacques 
Bertillon; Les etrangers a Paris, by Michel Huber; La physionomie 
de Paris et les monuments, by Gustave Schelle; Les maisons, by 
Albert Fontaine; Les promenades parisiennes, by Paul Meuriot; 
Les environs de Paris, by Paul Matrat; Le sous-sol parisien, by 
Octave Keller; Les eaux et l'eclairage, by Gaston Cadoux; Les moy- 
ens de tranpsort, by A. Barriol; L'automobilisme, by M. F. Hen- 
nequin; Le port de Paris, by Yves Guyot; Abattoires et marches, 
by E. Flechey; La consommation du tabac, by M. Malzac; La 
petite industrie, by Ch.-M. Limousin; La Bourse, by Alfred Ney- 
marck; L'or et l'argent, by M. A. de Foville; L'epargne et la pre- 
voyance populaire, by A. Delatour; L'assistance publique, by E. 
Cheysson;"L'administrationet la police," by E. Desroys du Roure; 
Les tribunaux, by Maurice Yvernes; L'enseignement, by E. Levas- 
seur; Les etablissements scientifiques, by E. Levasseur; Musees et 
expositions, by Eugene d'Eichthal;L' art decoratif, by Arthur Fon- 
taine; La mode by Raphael-Georges Levy; Theatres et concerts, 
M. G. Payelle. 

This volume will never outlive its usefulness, for it gives a defi- 
nite picture of the capital at the opening of the twentieth century, 
and must always serve as a good basis for future comparisons. The 
Society is to be congratulated upon the manner in which it memorial- 
ized the completion of a half century of usefulness. 

Wm. B. Bailey. 

Yale University. 

The Proportion of the Sexes produced by Whites and Colored Peoples 
in Cuba. By Walker Heape. (Philosophical Transactions 
of the Royal Society of London. Series B, Vol. 200. Pp. 
271-330.) 

The figures upon which this study is based cover the years 
1904-05-06. Fortunately these statistics are published monthly 
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and contain details not only of legitimate and illegitimate births 
but also of legitimate and illegitimate stillborn children. The 
returns are published separately for whites and colored. 

From an intensive study of these data, the following conclusions 
were reached. The regularity which is to be found in all countries 
with regard to the proportion between the sexes makes it probable 
that the laws of heredity to a large extent govern this proportion. 
There are, however, certain variations which can be explained only 
by nutritive or physical conditions which affect the vitality of the 
ova. The conclusions of the author support the theory that pros- 
perity, nourishing food, and favorable physical conditions tend to 
increase the proportion of female births. 

The tendency for a larger proportion of female births among the 
colored than among the whites must be attributed to some law 
of heredity. 

For both whites and colored there is a larger proportion of males 
among stillborn than living births. This excess is not so great 
among the colored. This is probably to be explained by the fact 
that the white mothers experience greater difficulty in bearing 
their children. 

It has long been known that the proportion of females was 
greater in illegitimate than in legitimate births. The inclusion 
of the statistics for the stillborn makes it apparent that ' ' illegitimate 
unions result more often in the conception of females than legiti- 
mate unions, and that this fact must be regarded as a law of sex 
production. " 

From a study of the frequency of births by seasons, it is evident 
that there are two annual breeding seasons, the one in the spring 
and the other in the autumn. Since these are not influenced 
by the marriage season "the conclusion is inevitable that the inhabi- 
tants of Cuba are subject to influences which have a specially 
stimulating effect upon the reproductive system at certain times 
of the year. " 

The proportion of females born in the cities is considerably higher 
than in the provinces. The cause of this disparity is not apparent, 
and the only suggestion offered is that it may be in some way 
associated with the metabolic activity of the mother. 

The monograph shows the signs of careful and conscientious 
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research. There is no trace of dogmatism about it. Its value 
is increased by the inclusion of a bibliography which is quite 
complete. 

Wm. B. Bailey. 
Yale University. 



Responsibility for Crime. An Investigation of the Nature and 
Causes of Crime and a Means of its Prevention. By Philip 
A. Parsons. Columbia University Studies in Political 
Science, Vol. XXXIV, No. 3. (New York: Longmans, Green 
and Company, 1909. Pp. 194. $1.50.) 

The scientific study of the causes and prevention of crime in 
the United States, except for the work of a few criminologists, has 
been confined to the subject of penological reform. In this study 
Dr. Parsons has undertaken to interpret and put into more read- 
able form the much neglected studies of the criminal sociologists. 
The book is a summary and interpretation of authorities on crimi- 
nology, rather than an original contribution. 

The first two chapters on Crime and the Criminal, and on The 
Criminal Classes, are largely a compilation of Lombroso, Maudsley, 
E. Ferri Ellis, Drahams, and McKim, and show a careful study 
of these writers for the author's purpose. The author has given 
little statistical evidence, but be has no doubt avoided this in 
order to carry out his purpose of simplicity. The classification 
of criminal classes, as the author admits, is arbitrary and will not 
permit of very close examination. The chapters on Punishment, 
The Death Penalty, The Prison System, The Jury, and Justice 
and Restitutio] l, are each introduced by a brief historical account, 
followed by a comprehensive treatment and criticism of these 
institutions. The chapters on Heredity and Environment, Pro- 
pagation, and A Remedy, expound opinions generally accepted 
by the more advanced students of modern eugenics and sociology. 
The remedial measures proposed are built around these two sug- 
gestions (pages 64 and 65): (1) "Since we cannot hope to change 
materially the environment in response to the stimuli of which our 
criminal personality executes crime, our only hope lies in reforming 
personality. " (2) " Since crime is the product of society existing 



